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Be a King for a Day

New Yorker Diane Torr brings ber bighly acclaimed Drag

JOHN COOK

erforrrance artist, ex-po-go danoer, Aikids black bel,

matiner, and puest generally a greal persce, Cliane 1o

offered a free cross-dressing weekahop during her

mcnth-long stay in lstanbul, The sght-hour workshop
prviclesd mire wormen, besides Toer, the oppofunity o con-
struct a male identity, or Belter, o find thi: male identibe lrking
inside thermselves, Pamicipants in the workshop leam the basics
of walking, eating, sitting and gesturing hke & man. Granted, in
such & shor time span the pedonmmes pickoun only, e most
groes and sereotypical male s, Hee ks siting 3 bar differ-
ent for a man o a woman? Fow do men use space differenthy
than women? Win do men smile s linled | oo became weny
conscious of my o body language wiile listening g Toer
eeplain the process of ransfommation sy would be peing
tharcnzh o Ehe st sis o eight heoens,

| st s tme al the workshep sting up a TV and VCR
wehiles oy wile discussedd chothing cpsions and facial hatr, | led
before the beeast binding and penis construction bepam, mons
for the paticipangs coandon than nry o, This was not mry find
encoumnier with the Drag Kings. Thiee years befiore in Chicago |
had been impressed by the enthusiaam and confidence bavo
friends espoissd after taking Ton's workshop. They carried phao
o of themselves a5 men around in their walles aitepaands as i
their male peesona was a favorite relative or close male friend

Heearing from my wife that the workshop would be held in
[stankul | encouraged her participation, thouph she really didn’
nised any encouragenent o begin wah, | expeciod i mesid 8
rathver malitant Manad-ferninist when | armived on Satunday with
our TV and video plaves. Instead a wisim webonming wiodman
with an assuned D non-authoranan wHoe Camde dowr o :'.-.'||.'|-
e, e v exoenalhy bairscd anc Enterestind in ey worl; and
|_h:r5crn.:1||:'|- | dhid 'met find thee atmosphers at all bostile o any
ane, regardliss of gender or seol prefersnce, Oiicusly, any
ichea that this was just a workshap for lesbians or thos: contem
plating s changes Lk fo rocogize bhe beoader imjalcations
of gender constnucticn. Che only has o ook at the public per-
soanalities of Margaret Thatcher or Tansu Cilles o seo how a
rrabe pendes cam be constructed ana woman's body,

The participants adopt pertonas complele with a new
name, job and hobbies. Torr assisted each panicipant in
puigingg on Engial hair, She instucied e how bo consirugt a
penis and serotum. Right dowen o the jockey briels stuffaed
with, for most, an awlaasand appencage, the Drag Kings brans-
farmied thedr gender for a day, Tor irstructs. thee e found
N e 10 €03 Wit ||_'|;_~.' 5|:.r{h'-e] ok bey i ko poom o Their ness
*membee.” They practice dancing, eating and smoking like a
man. After s hoors of preparation the [}.’.!5 Hirl[l;a lvisxad oanl in
sl grodps b pass aa men. My wide visitixd 3 favorite restau-
raed o aurs in Beyodlu with Danny (ome of Ehiane Tor's several
male personael. Our regular wailer didn't recosnize heghim,
Her entiee expenence was aliered, from the way he looked ai
her, o dedn’t, (o the abrupl and functionary sofvice she
riecoived ingtead of the usual BrERarious memaks e waailers

Drag King Workshop Istanbul. After transformation.

*Danny” — Diana's male persona.

meakee, Hewmg a “man” for 3 oy is ot just shot i--:F;._r_ Fatm 100
or comsinant, 6 s abaout |||-i|'||3 invisible, What o often s
referred 10 as |:-r'i|'|!!_ “nonmal™ neally implies invisibiling, ol
clamching ol

Why ktanbulf For all the women reading this a simple
stroll cheawn lstiklal Caddesi will quickly answer that. For the
reen, jusl visit a b house in the back sbreets of Tlmel, Try smil
g at everyons you mest thene. Take up o lidle space as possi
ble whieneves vou 1t Decuts fBshion of pedormance. You
ot need o change the way you dress or gpeak, instexd e
aweare of hoowe men take the space you surremdas

Cross-crecsing has long been @ part of performance, From
the: Ciresck trapeduis of the sinth and lifth conturiés BUC. 1o the
svEBEN I Ceniury Kahuki drama of Kipan o kedky's chorsog-
rapherg such as Ping Bawsch and Sarkl SMorris, ravesty has
becn an acceptable, if not always comfortable, theatrical
oevice. Whene Toer's Drag Kings difter 5 that thayy are not iry-
ing tox cheanar attention bo thelr pesormarsce, but to infilrabe dwe
spectatoryandience. As | waitedd for the midnight perffommance
of the Dirag Kings te beoin, my companions keoked anound iy
e 0 S0t the imperanaiors, When | posnded Ol Ooe oF v
af the performers they wire shockad, For the rest ol the

King Workshop to Istanbul
e .

Diane Torr

EVETNNE CVEryone s gender becane suspecl. 5o, befowe the
weiual perforrnance Diman, wherss each parficpants inbroduces
thedr miale perscna, the workshop hid achicwsl its zim,

Ihe |:h'_-r|'|:4'|u.|ni:{= prcser consistiad of each paricipant intao-
:I'.:- 10 I_!‘-I: i !|:.|'l_r ﬁ:‘ﬂ'i."'.r f{.l"-'_’.l.n. i:\,' e 4 f.l'-:_'{! |!'.|""||:E'_ Tha -
ductions and dances wene quite apgressive, defiant and lod.
Untorunately, there 5 ke room for ouance or subtleties wath
only a day's raipang, O perhaps, | jus don' want o see my
genchey in such an unflatbering. f accwrate, lph. Lacting only
15 minwtes, the performance seemed abwoept and sormewhat
unfinished. And it was, Por the Drag Kings, who sall had e
resl of the night befone them, the performance aifered an
OOty B0 BrOCace oF reveal dnddher Sicke o thir person-
Hliey 1o frierek and family

Besides offering the Drag King workshop free of charge,
usually costing 5100 per person, Teer met with members of the
Istanbul dance and pedomance commaenity. She has also
been wiorking with the oy and Leshiazn community in peepa-
raticn for a performance. Freparations are undessay te bring
Taer back b Istanbul for an exended sty when she wdll offer a
bonper workshon foe both woomen and men, plus ofiening lec
et an Performance A and Feminism in Performance,

Drag King Workshop Istanbul. Before transformation.
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